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JUSTICE SUB-COMMITTEE ON POLICING 
 

WRITTEN SUBMISSION FROM THE SCOTTISH POLICE AUTHORITY (SPA) 
 
Policing of COP26 – Governance Arrangements 
 
As the Sub Committee is aware, the UK Government will host the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change 26th Conference of the Parties (COP26) 
from 9-20 November 2020 at the Scottish Event Campus (SEC) in Glasgow.  
 
As this is a UK Government event, they are the funding authority and have 
responsibility for overall governance and assurance of all aspects of the event. They 
have formed an operational board and a Policing and 
Security Assurance Group. The SPA Chief Executive is a member of the latter. 
 
The Scottish Government have established governance arrangements within their 
structures and the SPA is a member of their Safety and Resilience Board. Police 
Scotland have formed a Strategic Oversight Board, chaired by the Chief Constable.  
 
The SPA have established a COP26 oversight group which will meet monthly until 
November 2020.  The first meeting took place on 11 February 2020 with the next 
meeting scheduled for 18 March.  The group comprises SPA Board members and 
officers and Police Scotland representatives, with HMICS and the Scottish 
Government attending as observers.  The group is chaired by Authority member Tom 
Halpin QPM.  
 
Details of the remit of the Oversight group are set out below. 
 
Purpose and Terms of Reference of the SPA COP26 Oversight Group 
 
Purpose: 
 
The SPA Group is to provide enhanced oversight and scrutiny of three key areas of 
public interest in relation to Policing: 
 

• The delivery of an effective security and policing operation by Police Scotland 
for this UN event hosted by the UK Government is achieved with full cost recovery for 
additional policing elements, and that any longer-term impacts on resources or 
outcomes for the SPA and Police Scotland are mitigated; 
 

• The health, safety and wellbeing of all officers and staff across the Policing 
and Forensic Services directly or indirectly affected by the policing of COP26 are fully 
considered in planning and deployment arrangements for both the event and the 
ongoing policing of Scotland, and; 
 
 

• How any changes in the priorities of Police Scotland in delivering continuing 
local and specialist services to communities across Scotland are considered, tested 
and balanced alongside the delivery of a secure and successful global event of this 
nature. 
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Through its scrutiny across these three strands the Oversight Group will seek to 
ensure: 
 

• That the views and sensitivities of relevant key interest groups and stakeholders 
have contributed to and informed the Group’s oversight work; 
 

• That there is a focus on building, and mitigating any risk to, the reputation of 
policing in Scotland and its accountability within both a national and international 
perspective; 
 

• That any lessons learned in planning, delivery and oversight are captured and 
embedded in organisational learning going forward and contribute to a positive legacy 
for policing in Scotland. 
 
It will be a short to medium term forum until the conclusion of the conference. Meetings 
will be held at least once a month. Summary reports from meetings will be given by 
the Group's Chair to each subsequent scheduled meeting of the Authority. 
 
 


